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Now for the toughest question: finances. The possibility which I
mentioned in my letter of last December was an itea in the budget of
an NIH ressarch grant, which was submitted some time ago. I have every
expectation of its approval, but have had to commit part of those funds
elsewhere. Perhaps 1 misunierstooff your letters, but I had the dmpression
that you were likely to be awarded a fellewship from the PHS or NRC,
and that you were holding off to see whether you would go to Italy or
not. Forvthis reason, I have not tried to make any special provision for
a salary for you. I would appreciate it if you could clarify your own
current position and expectations in regard to fellowships. It should
certainly not be too late yet to apply for a PHS postdoctoral fellowship
to work here, if the basis for your discouragsment was the international
climate. It is unfortunate that you did not apply for the Merck fellowship,
which is specially designed for straddling two fields as we are now dis-
cussing.

You will note that all of the pessibilitiss I have been discusasing
concern extra-institutional support, either as a direct fellowship te
you, or via a research project grant. I am afraid that there ig very little
likellhood of an institutional appointment at the present times, for the
same general rsasons which have dried up the market generally. However,
the tenure situation is probably not intolerable; our program is closely
enough aligned with ARC, Chemical ';'orpa and similar defense lines that
competent professional persocnnel are nct going to be lost for lack of
funds. If you can find a fellowship for the first year, and if everything
works out to our mutual satisfaction in the lab, I don't think there will
be any diffégulty in budgeting your salary with reasonable promotions, for
an additional year or two. But such grants have to be planned well in ad-
vance, and I would prefer not to have tp go back now for extensions.

If nons of the above-mentioned poasibilities are still open, however,
I still may be able to go to the foundations or ONR etc,p with a program
that would underwrite your salary. Without tenure, the title of your post
is a (non)academic question, but it would be either Project “ssociate or
Research Assoclate, depending on points too complex to write here.

Please send me your instructions as soon as poasible, vis., whether you
are interested in pursuing the matter; if so, whether you have reasonable
prospects of fellowship support, or can develop them; and finally, if I
do have tc write a new program for additional extra-institutional support,
what aspect of the snbgect should be emphasized, and what you would regard
as a) a minimum, and b) a reasonable stipend for the academic year 1951-52.
(Living costs here are roughly comparable to Berkeley, except rents which
are 10-20% higher here.] If you have any concrete prefersnces or distastes
for sources of support, you might mention them also.

Sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg



